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minority government enjoying a far greater prestige at Geneva
than at Prague.

It is nevertheless necessary to render tribute where tribute is
due. Polemical writers suggest that we have to judge between
Mr. Neville Chamberlain and the Tory policy of appeasement
and the heroic Liberal-Labour stand to arms against Hitler.
That is plain nonsense. There is, in fact, no choice between
personalities or policies involved. The Neville Chamberlain
who went to Munich in 1938 was the same Neville Chamberlain
who took us into the war in 1939. That in so doing he did not
enjoy the practical support, but only the lip-service, of the
British Labour movement was Mr. Chamberlain's misfortune.
It was certainly not his fault. The disgracefully insincere
pretence of the Labour opposition, that Mr. Chamberlain even
at the eleventh hour had to be forced into war by pressure from
outside his Cabinet, should not require historical refutation.
The claim of the Labour opposition, that they would have
averted the war, is rendered meaningless by the disclosures of
Russian and German documents. Russia and Germany were
united in their determination to tear up the eastern frontiers of
Europe, and Russia would never have come into the war except
on the condition that she took half Poland, Finland, and the
Baltic Republics and got special rights over Rumania. No
British Government of any political complexion could have
made these concessions to Russia in 1938 or 1939.

The action most likely to be debated in the history books is
not Mr. Chamberlain's visit to Munich but the form of his
guarantee to Poland. We were, of course, right in our decision
to stand by Poland when Hitler added to the crime of Prague
the crime of enslaving the Polish nation. But the form and
nature of our pledge to Poland were alike ill calculated to save
Poland, In the first place, we gave Poland a guarantee which
was manifestly worthless as a guarantee of her frontiers. We
could do, and did, nothing immediate for Poland, since the
French were not prepared, and we knew it, to attack Germany
by land or by air. Poland herself could not hold out three
months. In the circumstances, our undertaking to Poland
should have been limited to what we could strictly, immediately,
and effectively fulfil. We should have undertaken to declare